AHEAD OF THE
CURVE

With changing times and the rise of edu-tech, MBA programmes have come a long way
from what they started out to be. With aspirants now seeking measurable outcomes at
the end of the course, and looking to master specific skillsets, B-schools have had to

reinvent themselves with time. Enter a rise in the number of unique specialisations on offer,
a more industry-vetted curriculum, increased corporate tie-ups and in-demand exchange
programmes with foreign universities.
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A host of
management schools
across the country
now offer specialised
courses in areas
ranging from logistics.
and supply chain
management, 1o oll
and gas management,
hospitality
management, hotel
management, culinary
management, travel
and tourism and

more.
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B-scheols iy their best 1o keep th culurn updated
with changing times. Management graduates are now
not only expected 1o und
the acquired know
erv

onment as well. In tun
r of the demands of the
appropH

ale curiculum,

The rise of specialisation
While full-ime general MBA remains the most considered
RioOEITMe: r,oe moNg fecruters, there is

ost ul ‘.wa:_er nent
specidised courses in
chain managem
urses in the areas of hospitality ’Wanager"er‘t
notel maﬂagerTeFl. c
dligital media marketing, have also become commonplace
For instance, the Dehradun-based University of Petroleumn
and Energy Studies offers specialised management courses
n ol and gas, avialion, infrastructure management, ports

Jinary management, ravel and tourism,

and shipping, and power, WeSchool, or Welingk
Management, offers speciaised MBA degrees in areas ke
rural management. retall management,

and healthcare management, while the School of Petroleum
Management which is part of Pandit Deendayal Petroleum
University in Ahmedabad offers an MBA programme in
Energy and Infrastructure. On the other hand, the Pune:
oased MITWPU is known to offer upto almost 13
speciaiised courses.
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TRACKING THE CHANGE
Some of the most significant changes that
B-schools have been witnessing include:

A greater number of industry collaborations to
hone up the practical skills of the students via .
internship/training.

Regular practical training at a related management
industry to help students capture the right pulse.

Crafting of the management curriculum in line -
with the latest industry trends, standards, and
practices.

digital which is a must in

Encouraging entrepreneurship
Entreprensurship education is considered as one of the
mast influental forces that determine the health of tne
sconomy. In keeping with this, the majority of the top
business schools in India offer entrapreneurship education
with [aulw“d elective courses to incul of
compassing a mult-disciplinary approach among
management students. However, considering the
pasic synergies of core management subjects such as
marketing and entrepreneurship, both of which provide
an appoartunity o develop Unigue solutions 1o satisfy
customer needs, the siudy of entrepreneurial aspects as a
prerequisite for management education and research seems

ndispensable when specifically catering to the growing
entrepreneurial intent in developing nomies. Additionally,
allleading B-schools now come with Incubation Centies, in

an encouragemen

amang students

veloping the enfrepreneurial spirit

Going international

Making way for giobal classroor
foreign universities, which India’s
s helping laciitale is key 10 mar

laborating with
raded education policy
agement schools now.

Y

the current scenario, whether to train students or
the faculty.

Engaging students in seminars, etc., where
industry experts impart them with current
knowledge.

Some collaborations allow sfudents 1o study a semester
abroad and experience university life in the host country,
some allow them to attend summer school, some allow
m to learn from foreign facully that come 16 India 1o teach
them, some allow them {0 develop fheir re: This
gives students exposure, and apart from k
understand the teaching curiculum and are able to *vee' and
network with pecple from ditferent ¢

Developing research skills
Conslant research and develd
or its related e ion, is a

1, whether in the industry
itis imponant that
ool keeps updatin g.wh
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