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Prof. Salunkhe, Shaileshji Haribhakti, Shaingi,
Ms. KiaScherr, Ms. Dolly Thakore, Mr. Sarosh
Bana, Mr. Kuldeep Singh and fellow learners.

First of al, heartiest congratul ations, to the
students of the'We School’, and Ms. KiaScherr,
for engaging their mental space, onanissuethat is
very critical today - that of world peace. What
happened on 26/11/2008 was traumatic, most
unfortunate and | have no wordsto capturethe
sentiments. It'sheartening to seethat you havean
eminent panel, whowill lead the discussionson
"Our World Unified for Peace". They will drive
hometheneed, to think about the universality of
mankind, theneed to brush asidedl prejudices.
Caste, creed, religion, must not matter. The
onenessof mankind, the brotherhood of mankind,
isdl that should matter. | am honoured toformally
releaseyour Research Report titled " Our World
Unified for Peace". | look forward toreading it.

| anawaysdelightedtobeinalearning
environment. | believe, learning never stops. The
day you stop learning istheday, that you are
almost dead. Learning providestheenergy, the
enthusiasm and theexcitement inlife. Fortolearn
istogrow. Tolearnistoevolve.

That said, itismy firm belief, that only if you are at
peace with yoursalf, canyou look at larger issues.

Inner peaceisimperative. Sowhat | want to
gpeak to you about isonmy learnings, inthis
journey of life, ontheroad to inner peace. And|
amsure, many of youwill find sometakes.

Let mebeginwithanarrative. In 2010, Prof.
Clayton M. Christensen, theKim B. Clark,
Professor of BusinessAdminigtration, at the
Harvard Business School, quizzed hisstudents, as
they weregraduating. Heasked and | quote-
"How can| besure, I'll stay out of jail? The
question may sound light-hearted, but itisnot.
Two of the 32 people, in my Rhodes Scholar
class, spenttimeinjail. Jeff Skilling of Enron
fame, wasaclassmate of mineat HBS. These
were good guys- but somethingintheir lives sent
theminthewrongdirection”. Unquote.

Prof. Christensen wasobvioudy stressing, onthe
importance of being uncompromising inyour
values, al through, comewhat may, if youwishto
lead alifeof dignity andintegrity. And want to be
at peacewith yourself. You havethefreedomto
make choices. You must taketheresponsibility,
for the choicesyou make. You can chooseto lead
your livesinagood way, that'stheright, orina
chaotic way by wrong choices. Theknowledge
and execution tools, that you gain through your
learning processes, becomeworthwhile, only when
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setintheframework of values, anditssignificance
to society.

Sothefirst point, that | wish to makeisthat,
regar dlessof thecircumstances, befirm and
hold on toyour values. Themost important
lessonthat | havelearntinlifeisto never forsake
your rootsand values. | remember what my son
Kumar Mangalam said to our 120,000 colleagues
and | quote- "Itisimportant to stick to principles
andvauesinlife-no matter what. Idealismisthe
domain of theyouth. You need to havethat tinge
of idealismthat ispremised on aset of personal
vaueslikeintegrity and respect. Thelist doesnot
haveto belong - even onesuch valuewill do but
the conviction hasto berock-solid. Intough
times, your principlesserveasalight houseand
giveyou themoral compassto stay theright
course. Insticking to your values, you may lose
thebattle, but beassured that youwill winthe
war! Achievementsbuilt on thequick sandsof
opportunism never last - somany failed individuals
and corporations stand testimony toit.
Achievementsbuilt onvauesawayslast longer
and are ableto weather stormsof corrosion”.
Unquote.

So bevaluesled. Makeit your life-force.

My second great take has been to think and
believethat 'NothingisImpossible'. Thisisa
belief, wemust al nurtureinour hearts. Builda
moat around yourself, amoat of unbridled faith,
passion and commitment, to makethe seemingly
impossible, possible. That'slikeadream come
true.

We have seen thishappen, before our very eyes.
For instance- thefall of the BerlinWall and the
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unification of Germany, the man onthemoon, the
birth of acivilization morethan 5,000 yearsago,
morphing intotheworld'ssinglelargest
democracy, that isIndia, and theend of the
apartheid. Andwho could have ever dreamt, that
ablack kid, raised by asinglemother, growsup
to be, the President of themost powerful country
intheworld. Sobelievethat, nothingis
impossible, if youwork withasingleminded
focus.

Kumar Mangalam, dwayssaysand | quote"the
quality of your future, isentirely dependent onthe
qudity of your imagination”. And ofcoursehe
walksthetalk. Hehasatrack record of doing,
audaciousthingsand taking the Grouptoa
growth trgjectory, that hasbeen smply amazing.
From 2 billion dollars, when hetook overin
1995, to 40 hillion dollarstoday. From
operationsin 8 countriesto 36 countriestoday.
From 8 nationditiesto 42 nationalitiesand from
lessthan 1 per cent, womenin the Management
Cadreto 12 per cent today - proving that nothing
isimpossible.

| havelearnt from him the power of perseverance
and the constant striving for perfection. His
meticulousattentionto detail, hisvison, his
integrity, hisequanimity and fortitudeinthemidst
of themost challenging environment, his
philosophical attitude and aboveadl hisnobility -
theseinherent characteristicsof his, never cease
toamazeme. Kumar Mangalam believes, that
your attitude determinesthedtitude. Andthereis
great meaning to begleaned, fromsucha

philosophy.

Thethird lesson that | havelearntis, thatin
lifeat every step, courageis extremely
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critical. Couragecan help one, faceall
obstacles. Theoppositeof courageisfear, and
beingrisk averse. Inlife, you havetotakerisks.
We haveto conquer, thefear of the unknown.
Andthisl learnt frommy husband, Adityaji, my
greatest guru. | recall hiswordsand | quote-
"Hopeistheonly thing stronger than fear".
Unquote.

L et medrive homethispoint with anexample.
Way back inthe 1960s, when globalization, was
not even aword inthe corporate lexicon, he set
hissights, beyond the shoresof India. Over the
next three decades, he made significant, on-the-
ground investments, acrossthe South East Asian
region, earning immenserespect for both himsalf
and our country. It was sheer courage and
clairvoyanceon hispart.

Speaking of him, | must say that, hewasatrue
karmayogi. TherewasauniquenesstoAdityaji.
Beyond dynamism. Beyond vision. So much of
compassion. Hehad alot of positiveenergy, the
passion and the edge, to do something for the
underprivileged, besideshiscompanies
stakeholders. 1t wasn't chegque book philanthropy.
| deeply admired thesetraits. And that then, had a
resonancein my ownlife, mouldingitinsomany
ways.

Oneexampleisthat of our, setting up of the,
‘AdityaBirlaCentrefor Community Initiativesand
Rural Development'. Hereour vision extends, far
beyond the areasin which we operate, tothe
human devel opment index of our country. We
envison-"Anlndiafreefrom poverty. Anindia
of inclusivegrowth. AnIndiawhereevery person
realiseshisor her optimal potential. Anindia
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whereevery human beinglivesalifeof dignity. An
Indiathat can hold her head high, inthe hegemony
of nations'.

L et menow cometomy fourth learning, and
that isto always stay positive and be
compassionate. Unfortunately, today too many
peopl e harp onthe negatives, and what iswrong
withtheworld. Such peoplearetoxic. | find that
always, teaming up with people, who havea
sunny, cheerful disposition, isindeed worthwhile.
Becauseyou then seethebright sideof life.

Let mealso add here, Voltaire, the French
intellectua wholivedintheageof enlightenment
said and | quote him - "Doubt isnot apleasant
condition but certainty isabsurd" unquote.
Voltaireisaluding toasimpletruth. Acceptanceis
much easier thanchalenging. | believe,itis
important to have aquestioning mind, and to keep
chalengingyoursdf.

Moving onto compassion. Compassion givesusa
great inner strength. Itisspirituality of thehighest
order, for it leadsto positivity and contentment. It
isthenegation of thefeeling of hatred, revengeand
criticismof fellow sentients. Itistheunconditional
acceptance of oneself and othersalso. Itisinthat
unique senseof caring, which bindspeople, intoa
singlehuman family. Insum, the principle of =gia
Feasa. And when you are compassionate,
forgiving comesnaturaly too. All of youwill
recollect thesaying "To errishuman, toforgiveis
diving'.

Somy fifth lear ning pertainstothe
importanceof for giveness. Thisisabridgethat
all of us, havewaked onat somepointinlife. All
of ushavefedlt, that what has happened has not
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beenfair and that you have been victimized or
taken advantage of. Andthe most natural
responseisto hit back or keep nurturing agrouse.
Honestly, not agood way to deal withit.

Tomy mind, forgivenessisasuperb mix of
toleranceand acceptance. | believeforgivenessis
not aonetimeaction, but itisaway of lifethat we
conscioudy opt for. It entailsself-restraint, self-
control, and self-discipline. | amby no means
sayingthat, itisacakewalk. Butitistill
worthwhile becauseit helpsusmove away from
hatred and revenge. It helpsusremovetheclutter
of themind because then you do not keep going
back to theincident or the person and think about
it, and what should you do to hit back and teach
him or her alesson. Whenyou arefreefrom such
thoughts, to agreat extent you areat peaceandin
harmony with your inner salf. Insum, forgiveness
isabout your inner strength.

L et menow moveto my sixth lesson, which |
valueand that istogo, with theflow. Thatis
toliveinthemoment. Not carrying any baggage
of the past that can disturb one'sequanimity and
peaceof mind. Itistaking everythinginyour
stride. | alwaysthink of lifeasasee-saw. Ups
and downsareapart of it, regardless, of your
position. ItisGod'sway, to send messagesto us.
Basically, wearebornto be happy - but mid-
way, God throwsagoogly. Heaso givesyouthe
strength and the courage, to brave the adversity.
Remember, asEinstein said, " God does not play
dicewiththeworld". Soitisbesttogowiththe
flow and not intellectudize, every event or
happening inone'slife. Wehaveto beat peace
with ourselves, irrespective of what theworld
offers.
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From thisstemsthenext learning- the
seventh one- four wordsthat have
influenced mevery deeply, " Thistoo shall
pass', whichtdl youthat everythinginlifeis
ephemeral. Nothing lastsforever. Inany
gtuationit holdstrue, givesenormousstrength,
resilienceand hope. Soit helps, gothroughthe
rough timeswithout despairing and good times
without being too overwhel med.

Movingon to theeighth lesson, it involves
expanding one€' smind space. By this| mean,
willing to move out of your comfort zone. Mental
dexterity, coupled with far reaching curiosity,
givesalot of strength. Wemust alwayskeep an
openmind. 'Curiosity, isthewick inthe candle of
learning', assowell said, by thenoted 19th
century author, WilliamWard. Likewise, William
Samuel Johnson, theAmerican statesman, who
wasnotablefor signing the United States
Congtitution, remarked and | quote him " Curiosity
IS, ingreat and generousminds, thefirst passion
andthelast". | havelearnt that curiosity leadsus
tonew paths. Itisalsoanintellect stimulator. The
urgeto know isapowerful force, becauseit
meansthat we should never stop questioning.
Whenwedo so, weareautomeatically learning!

| would now liketo sharewith you, asthe
ninth lesson, that of an overar ching
philosophy of life-that of 'liveand let live'.
Today, | am about 80 per cent successful, inliving
thisphilosophy day inand day out. | believe, that
this'liveandlet live principle, embodiesthe
philosophy of tolerance. It helpsyou recognize,
that every individud isdistinct, different fromyou
and hastheright to hisown views and attitude.

aWEshkar \Vol. XIX Issue 1 March 2015 WeSchool



Our World Unified for Peace

And thisbringsmeto my concluding point,
thetenth one, that isto think beyond

your self. Itisalwaysworthwhileto expand one's
visionto transcend ourselves. Itisnecessary to
think beyond onesalf andincludeauniversethat is
far larger of those, withwhomweareunfamiliar -
such astheunderprivileged. However muchit
hurts, we haveto reckon with thefact, that we
havethelargest concentration, of thepoor inthe
world and, thelargest number of thehungry as
well. Today, morethan ever, itisnecessary to
look into these societal issues. And | hopeyou all
will pay heed to these challengesthat we grapple
with asanation.

Ondoing well, by doing good, | would liketo
read to you an excerpt fromthe Dalai Lama, who
wasthewinner of the Nobel prize. And | quote-

"Whileweexist ashuman beings, wearelike
touristson holiday. If weplay havoc and cause
disturbance, our vistismeaningless. If during our
short stay, welive peacefully, help othersand at
thevery least, refrain from harming or upsetting
them, our vigtisworthwhile. What isimportant, is
to see, how we can best |ead ameaningful
everyday life, how we can bring about peace and
harmony in our minds, how we can hel p contribute
tosociety”. Unquote.

Inthe same spirit, let me conclude, with thewords
of Albert Einstein- "Itishightime, theidedl of
success should be, replaced with theideal of
sarvice... Only alifelivedfor others, isalife
worthwhile'.

Thank you!

eforfelecde

QUOTES

|deas are easy. Implementation is hard.
Guy Kawasaki, Alltop Co-Founder and Entrepreneur

If you do the things that are easier first, then you can actually make a lot of progress.
Mark Zuckerberg, Facebook

The next big thing is the one that makes the last big thing usable.
Blake Ross, Mozlla
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